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Hilton Head Island USTA Tennis League Regulations

2011 Super Senior 60’s, 70’s and 75’s Doubles League

INTRODUCTION

The following are the regulations for the 2011 Hilton Head USTA Super Senior League.  These regulations augment the USTA League Tennis 2011 Regulations, the USTA Southern Sectional Regulations, the USTA South Carolina State Regulations for USTA League Tennis for League Year 2011.  For the most part, Local League Regulations do not repeat rules and regulations found in the other documents.  For those instances where a regulation is repeated, it is repeated verbatim. 

League Administration. The local Super Senior League Coordinators (SSLC) will be directly responsible for all activities of the HHI USTA Tennis Super Senior League. The Local League Coordinator (LLC) will supervise the SSLC in all areas related to the organization and operation of the league and will assist when necessary in the interpretation of rules or other league business.  By virtue of participation all players in the Hilton Head Island leagues are members of TAHHI thru December 31, 2011.    

Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee shall be made up of the Super Senior Coordinators and the Local League Coordinator and an additional member to be appointed by the LLC.  The Advisory Committee shall interpret the HHI Local League rules, regulations and procedures.  

PLAYER REQUIREMENTS

1. All players must be current members of USTA in good standing through November 2011.

2. Players will be charged $16 for each team on which they are registered ($7 local fee, $6 USTA/SC head tax, $3 TennisLink).  There will be no refunds for a player who is deleted from a roster.  Players may be transferred to another roster without additional cost, as long as they have not played a match.

3. All players must have a current NTRP computer generated rating or must self-rate in accordance with USTA and SCTA regulations.

4. Players who do not have a computer rating on file in TennisLink shall self-rate in accordance with the National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) Guidelines and complete the self-rating process on TennisLink when registering for a team.  Failure to do so or omission of information regarding a player’s tennis history will subject the player, the captain and/or others who condoned inaccurate self-rating to sanctions and disqualifications.
5. Each team must maintain its roster with at least 60% of its players with South Carolina residence (the player’s primary residence is to be defined in USTA records as South Carolina).

6. A player may play out of his/her Local League Area (as defined by the player’s primary residence as listed in USTA records) in the 2011 League Season—specifically HHI and CCTA will allow players to cross league boundaries without approval.  Each Local League has the authority to accept or deny participation.  The Local League also has the option of setting rules to govern their own approval process.  
7. A complete team from outside the HHI area who wishes to register in the HHI Local League OR a complete   

team from outside the HHI area who is also participating in their area and requests to play as a team at the same     level in the HHI Local League, must first:

1) request the HHI LLC’s permission to play in HHI Local League.  The LLC’s will have final approval to accept or deny participation.
2) the team, if accepted by the HHI LLC’s—must supply local courts to play their matches in the HHI area.  This     must be established before any scheduling takes place.

3) the team, if accepted, must declare before the Super Senior League season if they plan on representing HHI         should they win the league.
LOCAL LEAGUE FORMAT

1. 2011 Super Senior League Season shall be from August through November 2011.  This will consist of Super Senior 60’s, Super Senior 70’s and Super Senior 75’s.

2. Levels offered will be 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 and 4.5 in Super Senior 60’s; 2.5, 3.0, 3.5,and 4.0 in Super Senior 70’s and 3.0, 3.5 and 4.0 in Super Senior 75’s.  

3. Players may participate locally on more than one team as specified in the USTA/SC rules. Super seniors must play one (1) match locally in order to be eligible to compete in the Super Senior State Championships.  
4. Rosters are limited to 14 players.  
5. Super Senior team rosters with 14 players—maximum 3 players below level; rosters with 9-10 players—maximum 2 players below level; rosters with 8 or less players—maximum 1 player below level.
6. Levels with only one team in any division will advance directly to the State Tournament upon confirmation of SLC. 
7. Team match format will be three doubles courts.  All divisions will play a minimum of three (3) matches.

8. Scoring shall be the best of three sets, with regular scoring.  The 12-point tiebreak shall be used at 6 – all in each set.  There will be no playing of a tiebreak in lieu of a 3rd set.  Exception:   3.0 and 3.5 Men 70’s; 3.0 and 3.5 Women 70’s, and 3.0 and 3.5 Men 75’s will play a 3rd set Match Tiebreak.  The Coman Tiebreak Rotation will be used for all sets and match tiebreaks.
9. Play will be continuous after the first game of each set and during a tiebreak.

10. At the conclusion of every set, there shall be a break of two-minutes maximum with no coaching allowed.
TEAM DEADLINES AND ADD-ONS

1.   All teams must be registered by July 30, 2011.  Teams must have a minimum of six players registered.
2. Additional players may be added to a roster during the season until October 3, 2011.  Players must meet all membership requirements before registering.  All matches played by an unregistered or ineligible player will be disqualified.
TEAM LINEUPS

1. Team captains for each team shall exchange their lineup cards simultaneously no later than the scheduled match time.

2. The 15-minute default rule applies to all matches.

3. Substitutions: In the event of illness, injury, disqualification or no-show of a player prior to the start of an individual match (after lineup has been exchanged) a team may substitute a player in the affected position within the 15-minute default time using a player not already listed on the lineup.  If no such substitution can be made, the affected position will be forfeited.

4. Both captains will use scorecards from TennisLink and sign their opponent’s scorecard at the end of the match.

DEFAULTS

1. Players must be present on court to receive a default.
2. If a match is postponed due to weather and prior to the exchange of line up cards, all defaults are rescinded.
3. Defaults shall be from the bottom, example:  #3 doubles must be defaulted.
TEAM DEFAULTS
1. Teams are required to finish the season.

2. If a team defaults an entire match (2 of 3 positions) for any reason during the scheduled season, all matches of that team, played or to be played, shall be null and void.  Previous points awarded to their opponents will be taken away.  Only the LLC and SSLC can jointly mediate for a team to avoid a team forfeit.  Disqualified teams will not be eligible for progression to the next level and the league may take additional action against the players and the captain in addition to the match forfeitures.

SCHEDULE OBLIGATIONS AND MAKEUP MATCHES DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER

1. All matches must be played as a team on the scheduled date.  Only the SSLC and the LLC can authorize a play date change.  Any changes to regularly scheduled matches must also include a new rain date.

2. Make up matches must be played as a team on the scheduled make-up date (Fridays or Sunday for Saturday teams) or, if BOTH captains agree, an alternate date. (EXCEPTION: If any team match has begun (line ups are exchanged) before weather caused the delay, the matches may be rescheduled on an individual basis prior to next scheduled match.)  Existing lineups and defaults will remain.
3. If an individual match is to be made up and players do not agree on an alternate make-up date, the match must be rescheduled on the specific make-up date.

4. If captains cannot agree on the make-up match time the SSLC will determine the time.

5. Alternate make-up dates will be no later than the next scheduled team match.

6. The home team will provide balls, and any court fees.

7. In the event of inclement weather the home team must accept the invitation of the visitors to travel to their courts on the day of the match or on the rain day if courts are available at the visitor’s club.  The visitor will incur any court costs and the home team will provide balls.

8. The SSLC and LLC will resolve problems concerning scheduling and approve any schedule changes.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

Local league matches can be postponed under the following conditions unless BOTH captains agree to play.

1. Unsafe court conditions. Home team and their respective facilities are responsible to ensure that courts are in safe condition for play.  If public courts are used the home team is responsible to prepare those courts for play.

2. Lightning.

3. If other extreme weather conditions occur, such as high winds or severe cold, BOTH captains must agree to reschedule the match.

4. If teams have assembled to play and the beginning of the match is delayed by rain or wet courts, teams must wait no longer than one hour past the originally scheduled time for start of the first match to determine if the courts are playable. If courts are still not playable after one hour has elapsed, teams are free to leave and reschedule unless BOTH captains agree to wait longer.

5. Make-up Match Rules will be used for rescheduling.

6. In the event of a double rainout, the SSLC will determine the makeup dates working with the captains or individual players, as needed.

SCORE REPORTING

1. The Home Team Captain is responsible to report the scores on TennisLink the day of the match.  The Visiting Team Captain must verify the score by 12:00 Noon the following day.

2. If the home captain does not report the scores by Noon the next day, the visiting team should report the scores.  The home team will verify.

3. Any scores not verified within 48 hours of the original match date will automatically be verified by TennisLink.  There will be no grounds for dispute and no score cards will be changed.

DETERMINATION OF LEAGUE WINNERS
1.  The team that wins the majority of individual courts in a team match will be awarded one team point.

2.  At the end of the season the posted Flight Standings on TennisLink will determine the local league winners unless a championship round has been scheduled for the league.  
3.  If there are two or more flights within a level there will be a playoff to determine the league winner.  The Flight Standings on TennisLink will determine the teams advancing to the playoff unless affected by disqualification.  
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES

Grievance complaints will be handled by the appropriate Grievance Committee.  All Grievances should be filed in writing with the Super Senior Local League Coordinator as soon as possible after the infraction occurs for forwarding to the appropriate level (i.e. Local, State or Sectional.  See USTA SC Super Senior Regulations 3.0.)

Grievance Committee:



Grievance Appeal Committee:

                                 Matt Wuller





Keith Ferda


       Denise Agee        




Mike O’Keefe
                                 Nanci Staple
         
                                        Ann Hunt

2011 SUPER SENIOR DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

South Carolina State Championships November 1 - 6, 2011 at Wild Dunes, Isle of Palms, SC

Southern Sectional Championships December 2 – 4, Hilton Head Island, SC   

National Championships 
Levels 6.0 & 8.0, 
April 20-22, 2012, Location TBA
National Championships 
Levels 7.0 & 9.0, 
April 27-29, 2012, Location TBA
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